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Councils and Anchor Institutions can control what they buy…
… and on what terms they employ people…

…and what they do with land they own….

…but what can the planning system contribute? 

Community Wealth Building…. and Planning?
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Institutions

Embedded in place

Buy a lot, employ a lot, own land 

and buildings

Different places, different 

anchors

1. National Planning Framework 4

2. Community Wealth Building is already inherent in what we are doing
• 20 minute Neighbourhoods 
• Town Centre First 

3. Local Place Plans identifying opportunities 

4. Housebuilding in support of CWB
• Policy 16b plus? 

5. A Local CWB Policy?
• Central Lancashire Employment Skills Supplementary Planning Document 

https://www.preston.gov.uk/media/431/Employment-Skills-SPD/pdf/SPD-Employment-Skills_2.pdf?m=636922235937070000


National Planning Framework 4

Sustainable
where we reduce emissions, restore 

and better connect biodiversity

Liveable
where we can all live better, 

healthier lives 

Productive
where we have a greener, fairer 

and more inclusive wellbeing 
economy

National Developments
Policy 25



National Planning Framework 4

• Policy 25
• Intent: To encourage, promote and facilitate a new strategic approach to 

economic development that also provides a practical model for building a 
wellbeing economy

• Outcomes: 
• local economic development that focuses on community and place 

benefits as a central and primary consideration 
• support community ownership and management of buildings and land

• “Development proposals which contribute to local or regional community 
wealth building strategies and are consistent with local economic priorities 
will be supported”. 
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Housebuilding in support of CWB

• Policy 16b Development proposals that include 50 or more homes, and smaller 
developments if required by local policy or guidance, should be accompanied 
by a Statement of Community Benefit. The statement will explain the 
contribution of the proposed development to:

• i. meeting local housing requirements, including affordable homes;
• ii. providing or enhancing local infrastructure, facilities and services; and
• iii. improving the residential amenity of the surrounding area

… and community wealth building? 
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Final thoughts… 

• Think BIG… part of place-based ‘whole system’ approach

• The aim is to encourage, support and facilitate


